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The War is Over, Another Battle Begins Fringe Encore Winner to NY and Best Solo Show, Adelaide Fringe 18

See trailer here: SHELL SHOCK 
"There's nothing wrong with me … it’s the others!" Tommy Atkins is back on Civvy Street after a long career in the Army and finds he has a whole new battle on his hands.
Adapted from Kosovo and Iraq veteran Neil Blower Watkins’ acclaimed autobiographical novel and created in association with military and mental health charities, Shell Shock is a multiple-award winning production of a soldier’s diary that is inspiring and poignant, “comic and convincing” (InDaily), and “fabulously witty” (Clothesline).
Shell Shock is an ultimately life affirming tale of an ex-soldier who does NOT think he has Post Traumatic Stress. Hard-hitting but rich with humour, it won a New York Fringe Encore Award and was named best solo show at the 2018 Adelaide Fringe.
Above all the play is true to life, earning the praise of veterans who find that Tommy’s story chimes with their own experience and that of former comrades.
Among them is Captain Gemma Morgan who says: “Shell Shock is a glimpse into a world of confusion, doubt and disconnection. Tommy’s story is not about war, it’s about what happens when people come home, when the war is over, the politics is past, the media’s moved on and the sense of purpose is lost.”
A video of veterans’ testimonials can be seen here at https://bit.ly/2kLA8ZC
The play was written, and is being performed, by Tim Marriott, best known from his sitcom days as deputy leisure centre manager, Gavin in seven series of The Brittas Empire and also as RAF Pilot Tigger Thompson in Allo, Allo.

For Marriott the story’s humour is compelling: “Much of the play’s power comes from comedy, sometimes very dark. It’s amazing how effective it can be at opening doors and minds to the issues involved. Neil Blower's writing is laced with humour, he is a fantastically positive chap who has been to hell and back, and come out not only fighting but able to laugh at himself – it is a privilege to represent him on stage”.
Mental illness caused by severe stress and trauma is still a source of stigma, and all too often it remains undiagnosed and untreated. 
Marriott adds: “Combat affects people in many ways, leaving soldiers mentally and physically drained. And after it’s over some begin to suffer. 
“Tommy is one of them and, like many others, he starts out convinced that there’s nothing wrong. He’s just fine, but somehow everything is conspiring against him, from post office queues to Ikea, computer games and ‘phone zombies’. 
“The reality is that, like many others, he has hidden wounds which make his life a living hell. Some find this hard to talk about. Imagine that group therapy where no one wants to talk until someone else starts… well, Shell Shock kicks off that conversation. Performances are followed by an opportunity the share their won stories in an informal setting.”
Shell Shock has achieved widespread critical acclaim as being "Outstanding" ★★★★★ Fringe Review, "Marvellous" ★★★★★ Glasgow Living, “Superb" ★★★★★ Broadway World and "Stunning" ★★★★★ Fringe Guru 
Marriott’s other TV credits include Doctors, The Bill, An Actor's Life for Me, The Main Event, Luv and film credits include forthcoming features The Real Thing, Love Type D and Revelation. He recently returned to the stage after a 17-year break teaching English and drama. He is in two other Fringe productions, Mengele and All Change.
- Ends -
Listings Details
· Venue: 
· Time: 
· Duration: 75 mins 
· Dates: 

· Tickets: 

· Bookings: 

· Advisory: Contains strong language
See trailer at Https://vimeo.com/smokescreenvisuals/review/269153370/5d8b3bd16c
About Smokescreen Productions

· Smokescreen Productions create impactful, thematic theatre, working with national charities to bring contemporary issues to life on stage, designed to engage audiences in new work that has broad benefits in the outreach and engagement of topical aims and the objectives of charities. Smokescreen present Mengele in rep with All Change a new play created in support of the work of St Wiflrid’s Hospice and are also producing the award winning PTSD piece Shell Shock (supporting multiple military and mental health charities) with Army@TheFringe at EdFringe 18. 

· For more: W: smokescreenprods.com W: assemblyfestival.com Tw: @SmokeScreenProd  FB: @SmokescreenEB
For media information contact: (PR) or Tim Marriott at: t6marriott@gmail.com
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